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A meeting of Bridgwater Without Parish Council was held at Morganians RFC, Chedzoy Lane on
Thursday 24 February 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present Parish Councillors Ellicott, Lane, Mason, District Councillor Betty and 1 parishioner.

[tem
number

Minute

Action

1790

Welcome by the Chairman.

1791

Apologies received from R Davies, R Kennedy, District Councillor L
Perry and Councillor Hall.

1792

Declarations of interest in the agenda items - none

1793

Public Speaking - none

1794

Minutes of meeting held 20/01/2022 not signed.

1795

Arising from minutes —

1785 Creative Solutions — need to chase.

Tarmac still waiting quotes, need agreement via emails once they
arrive. G Works, Phillips any other ideas?

Date for OAP Afternoon Tea 10 or 17 April

1787 — NatWest do not want to offer savings accounts to Parish
Councils this is the same with most banks, am still investigating this.
Images of benches for Malcom/Gordon were viewed, agreed that
the bench should be as vandal proof as possible.

Clerk to further
investigate a metal
bench.

1796

Reports from District Councillor Betty SDC budget had been set, all
District Councillors will remain in post until 2023 and will be available
to support parishes as now.

Councillor Hall — report shared, attached to minutes.

1797

Reports from Parish Councillors —

M Ellicott — Will Stone had been in contact ref cutting Bower Lane, he
passed this to Robbie/Gary, works now completed. Potholes along
Chedzoy Lane continue to be anissue.

Report potholes.

1798

Report from Clerk - attached

1799

Planning
Full Planning Permission Proposal: 09/22/00001/CM
Eastcroft, Dunwear Lane, Erection of single storey rear
Bridgwater, TA6 5SHJ (West) extension on site of

Mr and Miss Brockwell and existing (fo be demolished) and
Gardner side (South) lean to garage. Also,
proposed loft conversion with the
erection of rear (West) dormer to
provide additional living
accommodation.

Agreed to support as
will provide family
spaces.
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Advertisement consent Proposal: 09/22/00004/IL Agreed fo support.
Tesco Stores Limited, Land At, Installation of Tno. internally
Regents Walk, Bridgwater, TA6é illuminated fascia sign and 1no.
4F7 graphic sign.
1800 Date of next meeting 24th March 2022.

Monies in bank — 05/02/2022 £45947
KDP 2021/22 - still chasing — handover meeting scheduled very soon — will update via email as dates
are available should anyone like to be included in these final meetings. £25663 in KDP account.

Bridgwater Town Council are part of the devolution pilot, good meeting looking at how works are
completed in parish post Unitary, they are planning to be able to offer all services that SDC currently
do, some services will be carried out by the current SDC staff some via BTC who will not charge extra for
these services.

Dog/Litter Bins charged 2x weekly, actual empty 1x weekly, am talking to SDC to correct this.

RLT2 monies/Queens Jubilee — have spoken with Trust MGT he is looking aft this, will update as | have
more info.

Works ongoing with the pedestrian crossing on Bristol Road.
Funds that were credited on gas account in process of being returned to bank.

Bankline will allow online payments, won't remove need for cheques but will make payments easier. |
will be able fo put payments on and these will be approved by banking signatories who currently are
Ryan Kennedy and Mike Ellicott. Both would have a login; you will be able to view the account at
meetings should you wish. It is secure a process and is used by other parish councils.

KDP Kitchen costs for stainless commercial kitchen o allow external rating - £5631.00 plus vat am
getting more enquiries asking about the kitchen which isn't fit for purpose.

Cheques payable

Creative Auto Enrolment pension set up £1800 000652

Community Heartbeat Trust £162.00 000649

Community Heartbeat Trust £42 replacement transformer (Mole Valley), 000652
Hall hire regular meeting £35.00 cheque no 000651

Planning applications —
09/21/00035/DT — under consideration
95/21/0001 -

09/21/00030 — under consideration
09/21/00028/EC - under consideration
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Councillor Hall report

SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL

BRIEFING SHEET FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS

FEBRUARY 2022

Coronavirus infection rates: As of 28" January the number of confirmed Covid cases in
Somerset was 106,569 (27% up from 83,300 on 30" December) and the number of
Covid-attributed deaths 977. The rate per 100,000 stands at 964.2 (766.6) for Somerset
with Mendip at 766.5 (892.0), Sedgemoor at 1143.1 (756.6), South Somerset 921.3 (684.3)
and SW&T at 1016.0 (770.4). The number of total deaths across the County is currently
below the 5-year average and the latest R-value for Somerset is between 0.8 and 1.1

Infection rates in Somerset continue to be extremely high. With the new Omicron
variant it is still advisable, even for those who have had both jabs and the
relaxation in Government guidelines to continue to observe Social Distancing and
to always ventilate indoor areas.

Somerset Coronavirus Support Helpline: A single phone number continues to be
available for anyone in Somerset who needs Coronavirus-related support. 0300 790
6275, is open seven days a week from 8am to 6pm.

Vaccination programmes roll-out: Somerset continues to have one of the highest
vaccination rates in the country with the latest figures showing over 96.2% of the 18+
population having had one dose of vaccine and 93.8% having had both doses. In total
63.7% of the adult population have also received their booster.

Local Government Reorganisation: Following the Secretary of State for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities (DLUHC) decision to support the move to a single Unitary
Council across Somerset the Structural Changes Order was laid before Parliament on 24
January. The agreed vesting date remains 1%t April 2023. The first elections to the new
authority together with Somerset Town and Parish elections will be held on 5th May
2022.

County Council Revenue Budget: Somerset County Council has published its last draft
proposed budget ahead of the creation of a new unitary Somerset Council in April
2023. The council is proposing major increases in investment in care services, with an
increase for Adult Social Care of £18m (13%), and over £12m (also 13%) for Children's


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstwSeygPkx-uR8TZiuNjLAGLr6_d9v1YPh4Ce6usEhQvRi85dKdqVPpn-yJfnUunFWcqHyJgvpfs7FblW70Dxm-bBoClTBpmIOU6rebfTKlFOF0PxgxHrG9yzjGNFR702ImcPX10i7ygBWTFGwzoIP1JUdFrNfX4gg6gayC8x3lB3VDr1XQRl-Z6E0tS2UgCP9hccwrHWDtcqIoHWm1Ft3kg0v5btm3bds10bfbpSAxG3aCEym7mHR_qA4BQc1VGV276hR2jHB0rnwwY4FA9SayPGk1CptoKrwPuYCu_smNf2vS3XaenC-NpuqltfO625JUMtuItMi5gg&sai=AMfl-YTkaCYFQGncCZLNRcDbjikRVxB1Ss_l4PWqZ0LF_JMxUAaGPjBHiSvd1aMr2IPgY9DrlL3RAY-yGq6T3IqsFH8ukJlHslVbydCc7mpGCXKHBYOX-bq
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Services. The increase in funding for Adult Social Care in part reflects the council’s recent
decision to support an increase in carers pay and to provide a retention bonus for care
staff in Somerset. This is intended to support the recruitment and retention of staff in a
challenging job market for care services.

County Council Capital Budget: SCC is proposing to allocate £48 million for capital
spending in the coming year. This includes substantial investment in measures to tackle
climate change, building on the council’s successful Climate Emergency Community
Fund. The council has allocated £1 million in new match funding to support the
“decarbonisation” of schools — on top of the existing £7.8 million investment in
decarbonising the council’s buildings, including libraries. A further £1 million has been
allocated for electric fleet vehicles and charging infrastructure. A new investment of £1
million has been allocated to local transport schemes.

Proposed Council Tax: Council Tax for SCC is proposed to rise by two per cent with a
further one per cent rise for the social care precept. This compares to UK inflation in
December running at over four percent and will mean that Somerset County Council
continues to set one of the lowest County Tax rates in the UK.

Somerset libraries: Since libraries reopened their doors last April, Somerset Libraries
have had over half a million visits and have welcomed over 16,000 new members. To
encourage even more people to reconnect with library services and support
communities as they start to recover from the impact of the pandemic Somerset
Libraries is running two initiatives from 215 January until the 31 March. Children and
young people aged 17 and under will not be charged for using any library services. This
includes requesting books from other libraries, borrowing DVDs and no charges for the
late return of items! The service will also be happy to clear outstanding charges, for all
customers, incurred before 21 January 2022, no questions asked. To take advantage of
this ‘welcome back’ offer, visit your local library before the 315*March and speak to a
member of staff.

Climate change action 1: Somerset County Council has been ranked as the top county
council in the UK when it comes to taking a lead on climate change. Climate Emergency
UK has ranked all 409 local authorities, scoring them against nine categories, including
how well councils’ plans would mitigate the impact of climate change locally, whether
the climate and ecological emergency was integrated into existing policies, community
engagement, climate education, scale of emissions targets, and commitments to tackle
the ecological emergency. Somerset County Council was named as the top county
council, meanwhile Somerset West & Taunton Council was ranked as the top district
council
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Climate change action 2: A grant available to help Somerset people benefit from
energy efficient installations worth up to £10,000 has been extended until June 2022. The
Green Homes Grant Scheme allows eligible homeowners to apply for vouchers to install
climate-friendly energy saving measures such as insulation, air source heat pumps, or
double glazing. The work can be worth up to £10,000, with nothing for homeowners to
pay towards the cost of the works. To be eligible for the grants, the residents of the
property must have a low income and the Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) for the
property must be rated D, E, F or G. visit www.heatsomerset.co.uk for more information.



http://www.heatsomerset.co.uk 

