
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first issue of the Sedgemoor Local Development Framework newsletter. This will keep you up-to-date 

with progress of the LDF and the documents that form a part of it. It will also tell you how and when you can have your 

say. 

                         

WHAT ‘CHALLENGE'? WHY ‘CHALLENGE'? WHOSE 

‘CHALLENGE'? 

The first stage of the Bridgwater Challenge initiative is 

drawing to a close with the production of an exciting and 

wide-ranging master plan for Bridgwater, shortly to be 

available on the website at 

http://www.bridgwaterchallenge.org.uk 

 

BRIDGWATER STRATEGIC FLOOD DEFENCE 

SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT  

This sets out proposals to seek contributions from new 

development toward the capital costs of the "Parrett Barrier", 

a tidal surge barrier that is the preferred long term flood 

defence solution for the town. (see page 2) 

A draft for consultation is now available on the LDF website at 

http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf 

 

STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY 

ASSESSMENT  The long awaited SHLAA will shortly be 

available on the LDF website at 

http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/shlaa 

 

 

 

Flood SPD 
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Some Background   

The Local Development Framework will replace the 

Sedgemoor Local Plan which is currently used to 

guide development in the District, from large 

housing estates to individual extensions and 

conservatories.   

What’s in a name? 

Instead of being a Local Plan by a new-fangled 

name, however, there are some important 

differences in the new system: 

 Instead of one large document, the Local 

Development Framework will be a ‘folder’ of 

documents that will be easier to update. 

 These will include  

o the Local Development Scheme, 

setting out a timetable for production 

of the LDF 

o the Core Strategy, setting out key 

development policies and locations 

o the Statement of Community 

Involvement, setting out how the 

Council will involve the community in 

production of the LDF documents 

o the Annual Monitoring Report, which 

reports on progress so far and on how 

policies are working 

 The LDF is designed to draw together plans 

from other sectors, such as health and 

education, so that we see a more joined-up 

approach to development. It needs to take 

into account national policies and the policies 

in the South West Regional Spatial Strategy. 

 The LDF must be based on robust and 

detailed evidence and subject to 

Sustainability Appraisal 

What’s it 

all about??? 

Where are we at? 

We are currently working on the ‘Preferred Options’ stage of 

the Core Strategy. This will ask you to comment on what we 

think to be the best options for development over the next two 

decades, based on what you told us during the ‘Issues and 

Options’ consultation in 2007, and what we have learnt from 

studies undertaken as evidence. 

Work on the evidence base and Sustainability Appraisal is 

ongoing alongside this – see page 3 for explanation and news of 

particular documents. 

http://www.bridgwaterchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/shlaa


 

  

Some questions 

answered.... 

Will the Core Strategy contain site 

allocations? 
 

The Core Strategy will contain only strategic site 

allocations (i.e. large or particularly important sites). 

We’re no longer planning to produce a separate site 

allocations document. Instead there will be criteria 

based policies against which smaller sites can be 

judged. 

 

 

How do I promote my piece of land as a 

development site through the LDF? 
 

The Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 

and the Employment Land Review are the main 

documents that will be used to identify suitable land for 

development. Both will be updated every year, so if you 

have a site that may be suitable do contact us for more 

information on how to have it assessed. 

 

 

How will the LDF affect the way the 

Council deals with planning 

applications? 
 

Planning applications will need to be decided in 

accordance with the policies in the LDF. In this respect, 

the LDF will be used in a similar way to how the Local 

Plan is currently used. Policies in the LDF are, however, 

likely to be more flexible and less prescriptive, with the 

aim of encouraging positive development that meets the 

overall objectives and helps deliver the wider vision for 

the District. 

 

 

Are you reviewing village development  

boundaries as part of the LDF? 
 

Yes. We will be consulting on whether to continue to 

use village development boundaries or whether to move 

to criteria based policies in rural settlements. In other 

words, it may be more important to ask if the proposed 

development helps achieve our sustainability objectives, 

rather than if it is within a line drawn on a map. 

 

Spotlight on...  

Flooding 

Much of Sedgemoor will become increasingly vulnerable to 
flooding as climate change progresses, and we will need to 
make sure that any development proposed in the LDF is 
safe to use throughout its lifetime. 

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been undertaken 
for the District, which identifies those areas most at risk of 
flooding and will help us comply with national government 
policies on development in flood risk areas. This is in two 
parts: Level 1 provides an overview of flood risk throughout 
Sedgemoor, while Level 2 looks in more detail at the risk in 
Burnham-on-Sea, Highbridge and Bridgwater under 
different scenarios. Both documents are now available to 
download from our website. 

The Council have been working closely with The 
Environment Agency on developing policies that will 
ensure the safety of new development. The map below 
shows areas of Sedgemoor that are most at risk of flooding, 
based on Environment Agency data, and the Agency  
provides more information and flood maps on its website at: 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

Bridgwater is particularly at risk from tidal flooding. The 
current preferred solution to managing this risk is the 
Parrett Barrier, a surge barrier that would be raised at 
times of extreme high tide to prevent the threat of a tidal 
surge inundating the town. This scheme was recommended 
by the Environment Agency and their advisors who 
conducted a technical options appraisal of potential 
solutions in 2006. Further technical work completed in 2009 
has reconfirmed this conclusion. 

In order to help fund the Parrett Barrier, the Council has 
recently published a draft Strategic Flood Defence 
Supplementary Planning Document for consultation 
which sets out proposals to seek contributions from new 
development toward the capital costs of the Barrier. More 
information about this and about the Parrett Barrier can be 
found on our website at 

www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf 

 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf


 

What Why When 
Key LDF documents What’s happening with this? 

LDS Local Development Scheme  
Sets out a timetable for production of the LDF. 

Third Revision Completed in 2008. 
Available on the website. 

SCI Statement of Community Involvement 
Sets out how the Council will involve the community in 
production of the LDF. 

Completed in 2007. Available on the 
website. 

CORE 
STRATEGY 

Core strategy 
This will set out policies and key locations for development.  
We are expecting the final document to be in use from mid 2011. 

The Preferred Options stage is due 
for consultation during autumn 
2009. 

AMR Annual Monitoring Reports 
These report on progress every year and gather information to 
tell us how policies are working. 

Completed by the end of each year. 
Available on the website. 

SA Sustainability Appraisal 
The Core Strategy needs to be appraised to ensure that it delivers 
social, economic and environmental objectives. 

Work is ongoing in tandem with 
work on the Core Strategy. 

Flood Tariff 
SPD 

Strategic Flood Defence Supplementary Planning Document 
Sets out proposals to seek contributions from new development 
toward the capital costs of the proposed Parrett Barrier. 

A draft for consultation  has 
recently been published and is 
available on the website. 

The Evidence Base  

SFRA Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
A technical study undertaken by consultants to advise how 
development can be managed within flood risk areas. 

Completed at the beginning of 
2009. Now available on the website. 

SHMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
Assesses future need for different types of housing, in particular 
affordable housing, in the Taunton Housing Market area which 
Bridgwater falls within. 

Completed earlier this year. 
Available via a link on the website. 

SHLAA Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 
Identifies and assesses potential sites for future housing 
development. 

Recently completed. Soon available 
on the website. 

EDS Economic Development Strategy 
Sets out Sedgemoor’s strategy for ensuring economic growth by 
diversifying the economic base of the District. 

A Final Draft is available at 
www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/eds 
 

ELR Employment Land Review 
Identifies potential sites for future employment development, as 
part of the Economic Development Strategy. 

Recently completed. Available at 
www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/eds 
 

RCS Retail Capacity Study 
Assesses the District’s retail market and advises on potential 
retail policy. 

To be completed shortly. Will be 
available on our website when 
complete. 

R AND F Role and Function of Sedgemoor Settlements 
Describes the roles of individual settlements in the District and 
advises on possible strategies for dispersal of development. 

Final version recently completed 
and available on the website. 
 

No internet access? No problem! Give us a call if you would like to see paper copies of any of these documents: 01278 436436 

http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/eds
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/eds
http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf


Introducing the Team 

 

 

 

   

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“These are exciting and challenging times for Sedgemoor. Boosting our economy to provide more 

jobs, providing good quality housing so that everyone has a decent place to live and coping with 

the challenges of climate change and flooding are just some of our priorities over the next two 

decades. The Local Development Framework is one of the key tools that the Council can use to 

achieve these aims. As the Councillor responsible for the LDF, I am working closely with the 

Members LDF Working Party and with the LDF Team to ensure that, with your input, the LDF gives 

us positive planning policies that will build on the District’s many strengths to help shape a 

Sedgemoor fit for the 21st Century.” 

Cllr Andrew Gilling 

Portfolio Holder for the LDF 

Portfolio 

 

from left: 

Rob Shuttleworth – Principal Planning Officer 
Liz Latchford – Planning Technician 

Tanja Tucker – Research and Monitoring Officer 
Amanda Goddard – Planning Officer 
Nick Tait – Service Manager, Policy 

Stuart Houlet – Principal Planning Officer 
        

 

Finding out more 
Please use our re-invigorated website to keep in touch with what is happening. 

www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf 

South West Planning Aid provides free, independent advice on planning matters to community groups and individuals 

who cannot afford professional fees. To find out more go to www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk  

Or to find out more about planning generally, go to www.planningportal.gov.uk  

Look out for issue two of this newsletter in August 

 

For general planning enquiries please call 0845 408 2540 

 

Contact us 
For any queries not answered on the website, 

please contact us: 

By phone:  01278 436436 

 

By email:  ldf@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

 

By post: LDF Team 

  Strategy and Business Services 

  Sedgemoor District Council 

  Bridgwater House 

  King Square 

  Bridgwater 

  TA6 3AR 

 
For general planning enquiries please call 0845 408 

2540 

Not on our List? 
Would you like to receive this newsletter and other 

information about the LDF regularly? Please let us 

know if you would like to be on our consultation 

database – our contact details are opposite. 

Prefer email? 
It is more efficient and environmentally friendly to send 

this newsletter out by email if we can. So please let us 

have your email address if we don’t already. 

Change of address? 
Don’t forget to let us know if your address or email 

address changes so that we can keep our database 

up-to-date. 

 

http://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ldf
http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk/
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/
mailto:ldf@sedgemoor.gov.uk

