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A meeting of Bridgwater Without Parish Council was held at Bridgwater YMCA, Canal Side on 

Wednesday 20 May 2015 

Present Messrs Ellicott, Hudson, Senior, Warner, Young, Mrs Carver, Councillors Alder, Hall, and 2 

parishioners.  

 

874.  Councillor Alder declared an interest in any planning matters. 

875. Minutes of the 18th March 2015 were signed as a correct record. 

876. Arising from the minutes ~ clerk informed that the Solar Farm had been refused partly 

because of the language the parish council had used in their response. The phrase ‘no 

objection’ is regarded as an objection. Councillor Alder explained the decision process. It 

was agreed that in future the responses would be in favour of, no objection, or objects on 

the following grounds.  

857 ~ banksman, nothing further to report, 864 ~ clerk reported that she was unable to 

ascertain the ownership, Mr Ellicott thinks it is privately owned. Mr Young thinks that as the 

original issue had been that the property was unkempt the parish council cannot tell 

homeowners how to keep their properties. 

877. Report from Councillor Hall, he advised that the crossing situation at the Willowdown 

Academy was not sorted and that he was concerned with the progress, extra signage was 

being erected. He said there was lots of challenge at county level. He updated the position 

on SRA which included representatives from SCC, SDC, EA and the Drainage Board. Not 

everyone was back in their properties after the flooding. Hinkley Point continues as does 

National Grid. There will be challenges with budgeting. 

Councillor Alder agreed with Councillor Hall in that the district council have budgeting 

issues. Social housing is expanding money had been allocated to build another 100 homes. 

Hopes that the cattle market site works would commence soon. Cellophane site is going 

ahead with short term temporary housing for Hinkley Point workers. Road junctions where 

works complete within the town are proving to provide good traffic flow. The river barrage is 

still being discussed. Mr Young said that the drainage board were also continuing to discuss 

the barrage. 

Councillors Hall and Alder left the meeting at 8.00pm. 

878. Clerk reported that the notice board had not been collected. After discussion it was 

agreed that she should seek quotes from 3 companies to erect the boards and contact 

Hallam to inform them the parish council were going to instruct erection of these and send 

the invoices to them for payment. Proposed by Mr M Senior seconded Mr T Warner. 

879. Reports from Parish Councillors ~ Mr Hudson, had spent 3 days meeting in Weston at NG 

hearings, he had made further representations on behalf of the parish council. Clerk to 

have copy of the letter. He had attended the Kings Down Pavilion Trust meeting. He had 

represented the parish council at the funeral of Dr Peter Cattermole. 

Mr Young requested signs at ‘Tar Barrel’ Corner need replacing as they are not there. He 

asked again about the signage at the hospital roundabout, Councillor Perry will check this.  

Mr Senior reported a busy month with elections. 

880. Planning ~ 09/15/00010/JE Application for reserved matters for the substitution of 26 house 

types, plots 42 – 67 on land to the south of Little Sydenham Farm, Taylor Wimpey 

09/15/00006 display two pole mounted totem signs with internally illuminated letters                                                                        

logo and two non-illuminated flag pole mounted signs, amended plans, applications 

supported. 

881. Agreed to continue with the new format that the clerk had been using regarding planning 

since the previous meeting. An email will be sent to all parish councillors to alert them to the 

application, these can be looked at online, comments to the clerk on the form provided 

and by email. Clerk offered to collect planning from Mr Senior as he had difficulties 

delivering due to time restraints. 



 

 

882. RLT2 ~ give proportion of the monies to Sydenham to erect a fence to prevent children 

accessing Bower Lane traffic from the playing field in the Bower Estate. 

Mr Senior would like to promote Bridgwater Without as a parish, this is difficult due to the 

geographical layout. Clerk to ask Burnham Without clerk what they do to promote the 

parish. Mr Ellicott said that the post box had disappeared form Chedzoy Lane, it was used 

by a lot of people, and the box in Dunwear Lane had also gone.  Mr Senior is going to let 

the clerk know the contact for this, he had been successful at Kings Down. Clerk will try to 

get both the boxes re-instated. Mr Senior also said that a play park on Kings Down required 

equipment. 

Agreed by all to spend £2000 on fencing Bower Lane side of the playing field at Bower 

Estate. £1500 towards play equipment on Kings Down. 

883. Highways ~ clerk reported issues around parked cars on Bower Lane, Mr Young reported 

that the car park at The Bower Green was now fully open and had been enlarged.  

Crow Lane from Chedzoy Lane the road is falling away. Clerk to report. 

884. Standing Orders ~ date set for comments to the clerk, 20 June 2015. 

Councillor Perry left the meeting. 

885. Venue for the next meeting discussed, Clerk to liaise with Robin at YMCA for room at the 

pavilion. 

 

Meeting closed at 9pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


