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A meeting of Bridgwater Without Parish Council was held at Willowdown Primary Academy on 

Wednesday 18 March 2015 

 

Present Messrs Hooper, Hudson, Senior, Warner, Young, Mrs Carver, Councillor Alder, 

Representatives from Lyndon Brett, Smiths Gore and Solar Power South West and 2 parishioners.  

 

Mr Hudson opened the meeting, He expressed concern that the notice given for the meeting did 

not meet statutory requirements and therefore decisions made could be open to challenge. Mr 

Young asked how we should proceed. Mr Hudson suggested that if important/controversial 

decisions were made during the meeting, for instance regarding planning or expenditure, that 

these decisions should be confirmed at the next council meeting.  Members agreed to proceed 

with the meeting on this basis. . He also made a change to the agenda to allow Mr Brett to present 

information regarding a planning application. Seconded Mrs J Carver.  

 

850. Apologies received from Mr Lewis, Councillors Hall, Turner and Justin Robinson. 

851. Pecuniary interests Councillor Alder declared he would take no part in any planning                                                                                                

discussions. 

852. Mr Lyndon Brett gave a short presentation referencing a previous planning application, 

he advised that the applicant had taken notice of comments made. This application is 

for a house in Horsey Lane and has been submitted but not received by the parish for 

consideration. 

853. Minutes of the meeting held 21 January were signed as a correct record. 

854. Matters arising ~ Councillor Alder advised that children were accessing the road at 

Bower Lane by walking around the end of the fencing at the playground, there is 

nothing more the district council could do.  Parish to ask Councillor Hall to erect advice 

signs for drivers and the town council for assistance with a barrier at each end of the 

current fencing.    Mr Young asked about the homeowners who include the ditch within 

their back gardens by piping the ditches, ownership of the ditches was discussed. The 

hospital signs are still incorrect, clerk to remind Councillor Hall.                                                                                                  

855. Councillor Alder reported that budget had been set giving an increase of £2.74 for a 

band D house which is the first rise in 3 years. No strategic changes, various small 

schemes started, an opportunity for small businesses to request funding which will be 

repayable when the business is in profit. Apprenticeships in place to enable training of 

staff. Budget of £340,000 for superfast broadband, £80,000 for flood relief scheme 

outside of the EA schemes, Cheddar flash flooding is top of this list. 

856. Standing Orders ~ Mr Hudson presented this in the absence of Mr Robinson and 

suggested that a working party work through this bringing back recommendations for 

the parish council to consider. He distributed draft copies to councillors and clerk and 

asked for comments. Mr Warner seconded this Mr Young asked why this was being 

considered, Councillor Alder advised that as the parish was growing and evolving it was 

the a document that would assist the clerk in the role. Working party ~ Mr Warner, Mrs 

Carver, Mr Hudson and clerk to minute. 

857. Clerk reported about an opportunity to subscribe to Sedgemoor’s legal advice scheme 

for parish councils.  It was decided to note the matter but not participate at present. 

Notice boards were ready for collection and will be erected as soon as possible. She is 

going to attend audit training in Birmingham in April, train expenses were agreed. New 

email address ~ bridgwaterwithoutpc@yahoo.co.uk.  New tax rules coming into place 

require the parish council to have a PAYE reference, clerk is meeting with Sedgemoor to 

assist with the completion of this process. Balance in the bank £37,030. Payments for 

Willowdown Academy for room hire £71.93, Sedgemoor dog bin emptying £102.91, 

Website Spanglefish £24.95, CCS £40.00 

Lyndon Brett left the meeting at 8.41pm  
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858. Mr Hudson reported that he had attended meetings 11/02/2015 Kings Down Community 

Association, 25/02/2015 Moors Cluster where the focus was transport and highways, 

09/03/2015 Kings Down Pavilion Trust, 11/03/2015 Sedgemoor District Council review of 

progress of National Grid, 16/03/2015 CCS SALC seminar, 17/03/2015 NG connection 

examining body open floor meeting, he asked for any questions, there were none. 

Mr Senior gave a letter of thanks for the Christmas Kings Down Community donation at 

Christmas. He advised he was no longer part of this group but still involved in the Kings 

Down Pavilion Trust. Mrs Senior is organising another litter pick. Mr Young asked how the 

parish council would connect with this group now, Mr Hudson and Mrs Carver remain on 

that group. Mr Young thanked Mr Senior for his work on that group on behalf of the 

parish.  

Mr Young reported fly tipping at the entrance to Crow Lane, ongoing problem of 

children throwing missiles at cars on Bower Lane. The junction of Westonzoyland Road 

and Bower Lane requires attention as verge is wide enough to allow widening on this 

lane. Road works are ongoing on the motorway bridge through Dunwear due to 

complete early April. 

Councillor Alder and Mr Senior left the meeting at 9pm 

859. Planning 09/15/00005/JE Land to the South West of Puriton Hill and East of the M5 Horsey 

Lane, Bridgwater.  Installation of a solar farm (25MW) and associated infrastructure 

including stock proof fence, DNO housing, inverter cabinets, landscaping CCTV, and 

underground cabling for a temporary period of 25 years. Solar Power South Ltd. 

Representatives from Smiths Gore (agents for Solar Power South Ltd) and Solar Power 

were present to answer questions. The planning had been out for circulation but not all 

councillors had had the opportunity to view it. The clerk advised that, although the 

formal consultation period for the application had now ended, councillors should pass 

their responses to her and she would still submit the parish’s response to the planning 

officer. Mr Young and Mr Warner said that it was a huge site possibly too big for the 

area. Mr Young asked about the fencing, Mr Grubb explained 2mtr high stock proof 

fence with gap at bottom to allow free movement of small creatures. Concerns were 

raised about the transport during the construction phase, acknowledgement that this 

was only during this phase. The documentation states HGV use but Mr Grubb advised 

tractors and trailers would be used with possible compound at the college. Concerns 

around damage to the already poor roadways and that there needs to be a 

commitment to improve these as part of any agreement. A question was raised 

regarding a possible 106 agreement. A contract with the parish to give an annual sum 

for use within the parish only for the period of the 25 years. It was agreed that she would 

circulate copies to all councillors for comment.  It was also agreed that the council 

should seek professional advice before considering signing the contract.  The clerk was 

authorised to spend up to £200 on obtaining advice/guidance on which she would 

report back. Concerns over whether other parishes had been consulted. Mr Grubb will 

check who has been consulted.  

860. EDF Community Fund, Councillor Fraser has been reminding these monies need 

applying for and were to be used to benefit the community especially where affected 

by the EDF works. There will be a greater number of migrant workers in the parish who 

will need activities to occupy them whilst not working. Ms Carver asked about location 

of accommodation, intention is the old Inovia site. At the Pavilion Trust meeting Robin 

Seeley had suggested employing a community organiser to develop community 

activities. Mr Warner said this requires research and would be an ideal opportunity for 

the college. They would use this as a project for students.  

861. Highway issues signs are down again on Tarbarrow Corner.   

862. Mr Warner stated no more to add currently on the emergency plan. 

863. Banksman/Community Warden no further information available, clerk to chase 

adjacent parishes. 

864. Sedgemoor House Horsey Lane ~ clerk to look into ownership as was unkempt.  
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865. Elections ~ clerk gave election paperwork to councillors for completion and agreed to 

take these to Sedgemoor on behalf of councillors.  

 

Date of next meeting 20 May 2015 at 7.30pm, this will be preceded by the Annual Meeting at 7pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm  

 


