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A meeting of Bridgwater Without Parish Council was held at Willowdown Primary Academy on 

Wednesday 21 January 2015 

Present Messrs Hooper, Hudson, Lewis, Senior, Warner, Young, Councillors Alder, Hall, and 2 

parishioners.  

 

 

835. Mr Hudson introduced the meeting and explained the co-opting process, a vote would 

be taken by a show of hands as there was 2 candidates, should the vote be equal the 

chairman will have the casting vote. The candidates will be asked to give short 

presentation. He also explained we would be meeting at the academy until the 

acoustic issues were sorted at the pavilion. 

836. Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Turner. 

837. Councillor Alder declared an interest in planning and stated that he would take no part 

in discussions. No other pecuniary interests were declared. 

838. Councillor Hall reported the budget will be tricky but hoped it would be set next Friday, 

the economy continued to look positive. Success had been achieved with the pooling 

of business rates with neighbouring counties and the agreement from central 

government. Work continues with Hinkley Point. He shared information about an 

exhibition titled Landscape of Power currently at the County Museum Taunton. He 

explained the current and future road works within the town. He advised that he had 

been approached by Mr H Lewsley who had complained about the dangers of walking 

along Bower Lane. He had visited the lane with a representative from Highways, they 

had noted signage issues and overgrown vegetation. He has actioned these to be 

dealt with. He also advised the merge in turn signage at Bath Road near the Shell 

garage which is successful. 

Mr Young asked if there was an intention to lay sleeping policemen in Bower Lane – No 

this was neither intended nor possible. 

Mr Young enquired about widening the entrance to Bower Lane from Westonzoyland 

Road – a solution regarding this would be difficult.  

Mr Young asked about the fencing in Bower Lane adjacent to the children’s 

playground, there are gaps in the hedging, children use this to throw wood on to road 

at passing cars and to run out in front of cars. 

He asked about the hospital signage that remained incorrect signing East Bower into 

the housing estate and not into Bower Lane. Councillor Hall agreed to look into the 

signage and Councillor Alder agreed to look into the playground issue. 

Councillor Alder reported that budgets will continue to be difficult. Elections are due this 

year. New outline plan has been produced for Bristol Road from Express Park to Puriton 

with allocations being made for industry, the Hinkley Point park and ride and an area for 

the proposed river barrage.  The road works appear to be a problem but are necessary. 

Mr Young asked when are the councils going to instruct contractors to work at 

maximum – road works need safety officers and this often is misunderstood as workers 

who are standing around, the park and ride will be behind Bibbys. 

839. Co-option of councillor – Mrs Jenny Carver read her application aloud, the clerk read 

Mr Cudlip’s application. Voting by a show of hands, 3 votes Mrs Carver and 3 votes Mr 

Cudlip, Chairman used his casting vote for Mrs Carver. Resolved that she should 

complete her acceptance of office before the next council meeting. Clerk to send 

paperwork to enable this to happen.  Mr Young expressed an opinion that the rural side 

of the parish will be forgotten. Mr Senior said he was here to represent the parish in its 

entirety.  

Councillor Hall and Alder left the meeting at 8.22pm 

  



 

Signed   Date 

840. Minutes of the meeting held 30/07/2014 and 24/09/2014 and 19/11/2014 were signed as 

correct. 

Mr Young would like minutes earlier in the meeting to allow the county and district 

councillors to comment. 

841. Arising – 834 – Mr Young said it was pleasing to see the thank you from the Kings Down 

Christmas party in the local press. 

818 – Mr Warner continues to be in discussions with Exeter University regarding the flood 

plans.  

829 – Dog bins on Kings Down are being emptied by contractors as they are on private 

land 

842. Mr Hudson reported he had attended the Moors cluster meeting where the Environment 

Agency had reported on trigger points for action on rising flood water. He had 

attended a Kings Down Community Association meeting, the Kings Down Christmas 

Party and meetings at Bridgwater House regarding National Grid. 

Mr Senior reported that the Christmas event at Kings Down had been wonderful and 

was enjoyed by all. A thank you to the parish council for the donation would be sent. 

Mr Young asked why AOB had been removed from the agenda, Mr Hudson explained 

that to be able to declare any pecuniary interests councillors need to be fully aware of 

the items for discussion via the agenda. 

Mr Warner reported that he had been investigating emergency plans, there were many 

available on the internet. Mr Hudson asked if he would like any support – no as the 

process looks relatively simple. 

Mr Lewis reported that grass verges had been cut in Dunwear Lane, gullies had been 

cleared and water was not lying in the road as before. 

843. Planning – Erection of extension to North Elevation to form workshop and first floor staff 

canteen, Unit 19 The Small Industries Estate, River Lane, Dunwear, Bridgwater for Dan’s 

Engineering no observations were made.  

844. Highways – Mr Hudson has salt for distribution this led to a discussion about how this 

could be distributed. Councillors to identify any areas that may require gritting. Kings 

Down is unadopted so will not be gritted routinely.  

845. Mr Hudson tabled meeting dates for the coming year. These were adopted after 

amendment of the September date. 

846. Mr Hudson tabled a letterhead for agreement, agreed that it would be used for all 

correspondence, he will send copy electronically to the clerk 

847. Standing Orders – Mr Hudson discussed these and agreed to research a set for adoption 

at the annual meeting. 

848. Emergency plan – Mr Warner was looking into this. 

849. Banksmen – agreed that the clerk would enquire with neighbouring parishes about the 

possibility of sharing this role. Mr Young felt that this was a necessary role and sharing 

with other parishes was the better way forward.  

 

Date of next meeting 18 March 2015. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.50pm  
 


