
Bridgwater Without Parish Council 
A meeting of Bridgwater Without Parish Council was held at St Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall on Wednesday 22 January 2014 
Present Messer’s Hudson, Hooper, Lewis, Senior, Young and Councillors Turner, 
Hall and Alder and 1 parishioner. 
 
 

745. There were no apologies received. 
746. Minutes of the meeting held 20/11/2013 were signed as correct record. 
747. Arising – 743 Mr Young queried the route that the Christmas donation to 

Kingsdown was made, Mr Hudson explained the need for the specific 
actions.  

748. Mr Mike Senior was formally proposed as a councillor, proposed by Mr A 
Hudson and seconded by Mr T Warner.  

749. Councillor Hall apologised for the last meetings non-attendance.  He 
explained that the flooding was the major issue presented to both county 
and district, that keeping people safe and dry and reacting to 
emergencies as they occur. There has been an agreement to put £50,000 
to the contingency funds to help people in need. There will be a flood 
prevention scheme, more detail to follow. £500,000 has been set aside for 
the dredging in the short term the EA need to spend £4 million. Local MPs 
have played a major part in keeping this issue in the forefront and pushing 
for the help that is urgently required. Mr Hudson congratulated the LA on 
the measures they had taken. Hinkley Point, there has been a legal 
challenge from Ireland, so start date not yet confirmed. Road safety 
changes are happening. Hospital is progressing and the RAB is 
functioning well. 
Councillor Turner explained the Grants committee will have spent another 
£24,000. Funding from the precept is £5.00 per head per electorate. 
Councillor Alder explained that there are discussions around the second 
stage of the Cattle Market Development. 
20.10 Councillor Hall left the meeting. 

750. Discussion about the dog bins, clerk to seek information from Hallam 
about the possible sites for the bins on Kings Down. The dog warden will 
have an input to siting of these. 

751. Grant Thornton are requesting additional fees, suggested that the 
Community Council for Somerset are asked for advice, clerk to action. 
Additional invoice for Community Council for Somerset £5.00 for 
information regarding the sports pavilion, proposed MR M Young, 
seconded Mr T Warner. 
Mr Hudson reported shared information regarding the Moors Cluster 
where there was an EDF presentation. Bridgwater Town Cluster 
information about Community Impact Mitigation. Kings Down Christmas 
celebrations were enhanced by the donation from the parish council. The 
recent Community meeting was held at the home of Mike Senior as the 
new facility was not yet open. Mr Young thanked Mr Hudson for his hard 
work on this estate. 
Mr Lewis advised that there is of lot of water lying in Dunwear Lane after 
the heavy bouts of rain, the drainage channels in the verge need 
unblocking, agreed that no one was employed to do this. Councillor Alder 
suggested that a linksman for the parish could do tasks like this. Is this 
something that the parish might consider? 

752. Precept discussed after the declaration was signed. It was agreed that it 
was sensible to plan for the additional expenses of the Sports Pavilion. 



Therefore a precept was set at £17,320 plus 3% proposed by Mr M 
Young seconded by Mr G Hooper.  

753. Kings Down sports Pavilion and facilities expect the building to be handed 
over in March /April. Trust formed bank accounts being set up, which will 
allow funding to be sought. When the facility is opened the Parish Council 
would like to be present, Mr Hudson has requested this. 

754. Kings Down Junior School and Academy Liz Smith held a meeting at 
Morgannians and didn’t know the Parish Council existed; school will open 
in September 2014 with reception yr1 and 2 classes. The new Principal is 
Mr Nick Riddiough. 

755. SDC held a meeting to discuss ways of impacting the new powerlines 
mitigation, they are trying to persuade NG how they can timetable 
submitting final proposals later. 

756. SALC, Justine Robinson offered a health check about how the parish 
council is set up, Mr Hudson to email and copy in clerk. 

757. Planning Councillor declared an interest and took no part in discussions. 
1/42/13/030 Erection of building, Dunball Highways Depot, Dunball 
Industrial Estate, Bridgwater, TA6 4TP no objections.09/13/00021/STP, 
Change of use of land to storage of materials and parking of vehicles in 
connection with landscaping and building business and formation of 
access. Land to the North West of Rowan Cottage, Chedzoy Lane, 
Bridgwater TA7 8QW Object on grounds of lack of security, not in keeping 
with local plan, putting the vehicles and trade storage could affect the 
polluted ground water entering water courses, visibility for vehicles 
entering and leaving site, risk of accidents, no pedestrian walkways either. 

758. Accounts monies in bank – £17197.29 cheques outstanding as at last 
statement £1010.94 

759. Highways - Mr Young said that the signage on the new roundabout was 
incorrect and that the HGVs that negotiate this RAB are going over the 
pavements as the road area is not large enough for the turning circle. 

760. Correspondence press releases shared from SDC, most information is 
now put on the news pages of the web site. 

761. AOB – Mr M Young stated that he was a trustee of the Blake and Gilbert 
Trust and is given money to share with people who are in need, he has 
£10 left and asked for worthy people.  

762. Date of next meeting March 19th at 7.30pm.  
 

Meeting closed at 9.35pm. 
 
 
 


